NE’s first smart bioinformatics
lab unveiled at Gauhati varsity

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Jan 24: A
Smart Bioinformatics Labora-
tory, the first of its kind in the
region, was inaugurated on
Saturday at the National In-
stitute of Electronics and In-
formation Technology
(NIELIT), Guwahati Centre,
located within the Gauhati
University campus.

The laboratory was inaugu-
rated by S Krishnan, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology,
marking the formal launch of
the MeitY-sanctioned project
titled “Smart Bioinformatics
Ecosystem: Leveraging Al and
Cloud Technology for Innova-
tion and Capacity Building in
Bioinformatics”.

During the visit, the Union
Secretary interacted with stu-
dents at the IndiaAl Laborato-
ry, established under the Indi-
aAl Mission, and reviewed on-
going training programmes in
Artificial Intelligence and Data

Analytics. He also visited the
loT, 3D Printing, and other ad-
vanced laboratories at NIELIT
Guwahati. Interacting with
students, the Secretary em-
phasised the importance of
mastering Al and Machine
Learning skills through struc-
tured, industry-aligned cours-
es offered by NIELIT.

During discussions with the
Vice Chancellor of Gauhati
University, the Union Secre-
tary suggested that the inte-
gration of Al-based skill mod-
ules into the academic curric-
ulum of Gauhati University
and its affiliated colleges, in
line with the multidisciplinary,
skill-oriented, and flexible
learning framework of NEP
2020, would greatly benefit
students.

In this context, Prof Madan
Mohan Tripathi, Vice Chancel-
lor & Director General,
NIELIT, requested the Vice
Chancellor of Gauhati Univer-
sity to consider the inclusion
of NIELIT courses as part of

credit-based skill enhance-
ment programmes in Gauhati
University and its affiliated
colleges.

NIELIT centres across As-
sam were highlighted as ef-
fective regional learning hubs
to support outcome-based ed-
ucation and employability.

The Secretary also re-
viewed the proposed infra-
structure for the Semiconduc-
tor Skilling Initiative, planned
to be supported by MeitY, and
visited the space identified for
semiconductor-related train-
ing programmes. He under-
scored the critical importance
of developing a skilled work-
force to strengthen India's
semiconductor ecosystem.
NIELIT Guwahati is poised to
commence training pro-
grammes in semiconductor
technologies, preparing stu-
dents for upcoming industrial
opportunities, including the
TATA OSAT facility at Jagiroad,
said L Lanuwabang, Director,
NIELIT Guwahati.

Smart Bioinformatics Laboratory inaugurated

GUWATIATI, Jan 24: The
National Institute of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (NIELIT), un-
der the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Gov-
ernment of India, continues
lo play a pivolal role in
advancing national capac-
ity 1n skilling, research,
and 1nnovation 4across
emerging technology do-
mains such as Bioinformat-
ics. Artificial Intelligence
(AI), Cyber Security, Inter-
net of Things (IoT), Addi-
tive Manufacturing, and
Semiconductor Technolo-
gies, in alignment with na-
tional missions and policy
frameworks, including the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

In a significant mile-
stone for the North Eastern

Region, the Smart Bioinfor-
matics Laboratory, the first
of its kind in the region, was
inaugurated on Saturday at
the NIELIT Guwahali Cen-
tre, located within the Gau-
hati University campus. The
laboratory was inaugurated
by S. Krishnan, IAS, Secre-
tary, MeitY, Government of
India, marking the lormal
launch of the MeitY-sanc-
tioned project titled “Smart
Bioinformatics Ecosystem:
Leveraging Al and Cloud
Technology for Innovation
and Capacity Building in
Bioinformatics.”

The nauguration cere-
mony was held in the au-
gust presence of Prof. Nani
Gopal Mahanta, Vice Chan-
cellor, Gauhati University:
Prof. Madan Mohan Trip-
athi, Vice Chancellor & Di-
rector General, NIELIT:

Sushil Pal, Joint Secretary,
MeitY: and L. Lanuwa-
bang, Director, NIELIT Gu-
wahati, along with senior
officials, faculty members,
researchers, and students.

During the visit, the
Secretary, MeitY interacted
with students at the IndiaAl
Laboratory, established
under the IndiaAl Mission,
and reviewed ongoing
training programmes in Ar-
tificial Intelligence and
Data Analytics. He also vis-
ited the IoT, 3D Printing,
and other advanced labora
tories at NIELIT Guwahati.
Interacting with students,
the Secretary emphasized
the importance of master-
ing Al and Machine Learn-
ing skills through struc-
tured., indusiry-aligned
courses offered by NIELIT,
stated a release.
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